NOVEL CORONAVIRUS



WHAT IS NOVEL CORONAVIRUS

The 2019-novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV), known as "Wuhan Virus', is a new strain of large family of viruses
that cause illness ranging from the common cold to more severe diseases. Chinese scientists subsequently
isolated the 2019-nCoV in which it has been found to be at least 70% similar in genetic sequence to MERS and
SARS.

Coronaviruses are mainly transmitted by large respiratory droplets and direct or indirect contact with infected
secretions. They have also been detected in blood, faeces and urine and, under certain circumstances, airborne
transmission is thought to have occurred from aerosolised respiratory secretions and faecal material.

As coronaviruses have a lipid envelope, a wide range of disinfectants are effective. Personal protective
equipment (PPE) and good infection prevention and control precautions are effective at minimising risk but can
never eliminate it.
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FACT: Patients are most infectious during the first three days of illness.
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